Home learning activities:
Easter part 2
Doves: 3 months -20 months.
Musical instruments: Play a variety of instruments and
move your body. Does your baby copy you? How do they
explore the instruments? Try moving different parts of your
body, fast and slow. Extend: Can you make your own musical instrument e.g. pouring lentils in a bottle. Make sure the lid is secure
then shake it along to the music.
Learning objective: Move their bodies to sounds they enjoy.

Mark making Decorate different sized egg shaped
paper using crayons, chalks or pencils to create different
marks. Spray the paper with hairspray to set it if using
chalk. What strokes do they use.? Show them the marks
they have made and comment e.g. colour names, big egg,
little egg. Give lots of exaggerated praise.
Learning objective: To use a whole hand grasp and make connections with
their movements and the marks they make.

Jelly sensory play: Set Easter objects/ animals in jelly and
encourage your baby to explore and find them with their
hands. How does it feel? Use vocabulary such as squishy,
slimy. What can you see? Can you find …? Please note do
not use raw jelly as it is a choking hazard.
Learning objective: Using sounds in play and imitating
words and sounds. Explores through sensory experiences.

Doves continued
Easter sensory bin: Put egg boxes, plastic eggs
(or similar), spoons and uncooked rice into a
tray. Use the spoons to scoop the rice into the
egg. Does your baby use the spoon or the egg? Put the eggs into
the egg box and close the lid. Do they open it? Extend the activity
by using coloured rice ( mix the rice with food colouring and lay out to dry overnight) and add uncooked pasta. Store in an airtight container to reuse.
Learning objective: To pick up small objects between thumb and fingers. Beginning to realise things exist when out of sight.

Building: Use blocks to begin to build a tower. Place the blocks
one on top of another and let your baby knock them over.
Hand them a brick and encourage them to add to the tower.
Extend this activity by using different resources to build e.g.
cushions, food packaging, plastic pots.
Learning objective: To begin to show control when balancing blocks to build a
small tower.

Starlings: 16 months-26 months.
Sensory farm: Use soil, cereal, leaves, grass and a shallow
pot or bow with a little water in. Add some farm animals,
small world people and cars/ tractors. You have your own
sensory farm. Act out a day at the farm together, naming the
animals and making the corresponding noises. Have you been
to the farm together? Talk about your past trip if you have. (Keep the mucky
toys for the next activity)
Learning objective: To be interested in others play, playing alongside them or
joining in. Beginning to play imaginatively with small world sets.

Starlings continued.
Toy wash: Put some warm soapy water into a washing up
bowl and add the toys from the sensory farm. Use cloths,
sponges or small brushes to clean the toys. Encourage
them to look at the different parts to make sure they
haven’t missed any. Talk about the need for good cleaning.
Learning objective: Enjoys playing with small world sets
and explores through sensory experiences.

Dancing: Sleeping bunnies song– follow the link to play the song.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHcFQ9gaMF4 Encourage your child
to join in with you hopping around the room or the garden. Once you have the hang of the lyric and tune you
could extend the activity by changing it from bunnies to a
selection of animals. Encourage your child to move in
different ways e.g. ducks waddle, butterflies flutter etc
Learning objective: Imitating actions they have seen and joining in singing
familiar songs.

Camp out: Make a camp in the garden or inside using blankets over chairs/
furniture to form a sturdy structure. Add sleeping bags and cushions etc to
make it a cozy area. Read stories together. Look at the pictures and discuss
what is happening in the story. Extend the activity by darkening the room
and using a torch to rea the book. What happens
when you shine the torch around the den?
Learning objective: To construct with a purpose in
mind. To become interested in books and beginning
to repeat words or phrases from familiar stories.

Starlings continued.
Parachute games: Make a parachute using a tea towel, pillow case or sheet. Put a ball or small
teddy in the middle of it and shake the material together.
Does the item fall off? Can you stop it from falling off? Count
together 1,2,3, go (or ready, steady go) before you start.
Learning objective: Using large motor movements with your
arms, knowing things exist out of sight. Reciting some numbers in sequence.

Kingfisher/ Fun Focus: 2—3 years.
Make an Easter animal: Use different shapes such as
circles and triangles to stick down on paper and make
an animal e.g. bunny, chick. What shapes could represent different parts of your chosen animal? Can you
recognize any of the shapes? Turn it into an Easter card
for a relative. Extend by describing the properties of
shapes for your child to find.
Learning objective: To recognise shapes and use them appropriately for a given
purpose.

Easter bonnet contest: Design your own Easter bonnet using an old hat or the
outside of a paper plate. Decorate your bonnet with a
variety of craft materials. Explore the texture of the materials you use. Why have you chosen them?
Learning objective: To experiment with colours and marks
and show an interest in describing textures.

Kingfishers continued.
Decorate an egg: Use marbles or ping pong balls
dipped in paint to roll across egg shaped paper. Look at
the marks on the paper, can you make a pattern by
tipping the tray or rolling the balls in different directions?
Learning objective: To explore what happens when they mix paint.

Eggs in water: In a large bowl or bucket of water add toy
eggs, hard boiled eggs( in their shells and peeled). What
happens to them when you put them in the water? Why
do you think that has happened? You can do this activity
with satsumas (peeled and unpeeled to compare)
Learning objective: To explore floating and sinking, discussing materials,
similarities and differences
Bake Easter biscuits: Wash your hands and put
an apron on. Make biscuits together. Weigh/
measure the ingredients, mix and roll the
dough. Mix the ingredients together and look at
how the mixture has changed. Roll them out,
cut them with cookie cutters. How will you decorate them when they are
cooked?
Recipe: 2 cups of flour, 1 cup of icing sugar, 1 cup of butter.
Learning objective: To understand hygiene around cooking and using tools
safely. To follow simple instructions.

Pre-School: 3+ years.
Animal pairs: Use pictures of spring animals to make a game of pairs. Take turns trying to find a
matching set from the cards placed face down on the
carpet/ table. Can they recall where they saw the card
they need? See below for an example:


https://www.google.com/search?
q=animal+pairs+game&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwiPv9ODu7PoAhVG0YUKHc-RA0YQ2cCegQIABAA&oq=animal+pairs+game&gs_l=img.3..0l2j0i24.352832.356057..356341...0.0..0.75.940.17......0
....1..gws-wiz-img.......0i67j0i131j0i5i30j0i30.FxiYBK0TxzI&ei=6Ct6Xo8rxqKXBMjjrAE&bih=846&biw=1354&rlz=1C1CHBF_enGB817GB817#imgrc=SYwZzlFucXRxWM

Learning objective: To develop memory skills and turn taking within a small
group.
Threading: Cut an egg shape out of card. Use a
hole punch to make holes on your egg. Thread
thin laces or ribbon through the holes. Begin by
going around the outside first. Can you now ‘zig
zag’ across the egg to make a design? Extend by
making a repeating pattern by colour or shape.
Learning objective: To increase hand and eye co-ordination .

Sink or float: Collect a variety of objects from around your house and garden.
Fill a bucket/ washing up bowl with water. Explore each item
and decide if you think it will sink or float. Why? Test out your
prediction by putting the item in the water… were you correct?
Extend this activity by marking your predictions on a piece of
paper. Have a second column to record the data.
Learning objective: To make predictions and test ideas. Learn
about properties of objects.

Preschool continued.
Easter baskets: Make and decorate an Easter
baskets using colouring pencils or felt tips. (See the
next page on the document for a template) Encourage your child to hold the pencils or felts using an
effective grip. Can your child stay within the lines?
Extend the activity by making a repeating pattern on the handle.
Learning objective: To hold their pencil near the point using their
thumb and first two fingers with growing control.

Paint Humpty Dumpty: Decorate a hard boiled
egg with paint or alternatively an empty shell
(make a small hole in the top and bottom of the
egg and blow to empty the contents). Sterilize the
shell in sterilizing fluid. When dry, paint Humpty
Dumpty. Extend the activity by using collage materials such as feathers,
ribbon, sequins etc.
Learning objective: To think about the features Humpty Dumpty needs
and if they are the same/ different to you? Explore the textures you use
and choose appropriate colours for a purpose.

