Home learning activities:
Fantasy Creatures
Doves: 3 months -20 months.
Unicorn sensory bin: Use cooked and cooled rice
(add different food colouring), add cotton wool balls,
feathers or any rainbow coloured toys you have around
the house. Explore the textures and use descriptive
words e.g. hard, soft, fluffy.


Learning objective: Explores and experiments with a
range of media through sensory exploration.

Troll’s bridge: Use wooden blocks, duplo, mega
blocks or empty food packaging, to make a bridge for
the troll to live under. How long before your child
knocks it down? Encourage them to place one more
block each time.
Learning objective: To strengthen finger and arm muscles through building.


Gruffalo mask: Make a Gruffalo face using a paper plate, brown, orange
and white paint. Encourage your child to use their hand or paint brush to
paint the mask brown. Use orange to paint on the eyes and then white
to paint on horns and tusks. Talk about the marks
they are making and how they are making them
e.g. “Look, you make a line when you move your
hand”
Learning objective: Beginning to make connections between the movement they make and the marks they
leave.


Doves continued
Mermaid water play: Fill a bucket or tray with water, add bubbles, toy fish/
sea animals and glitter. Can they move the fish through
the water and make them swim? Talk about the features on the fish, what colours they can see and compare sizes e.g. big fish, small fish. Can they put their
feet into the water and splash like a mermaid?
Learning objective: Seeks to gain attention in a variety of ways.
Dragon stories: Read “That’s not my dragon” or similar
mutli-sensory books. Can they turn the pages? Can they
find the feely parts? How does it feel? Talk to them about
the textures and compare them to something else e.g.
“The dragons hair is so soft just like your jumper”.
Learning objective: Handles book with interest.
Starlings:16 month-26 months

Unicorn handprints: Make a unicorn handprint using
paint. Can they use a paintbrush to paint their own
hand? Once it’s painted, place down on a piece of
paper fingers pointing down. Once dry, use some
child safe scissors to cut some coloured wool to stick
on and create the unicorn hair. Then finally use a
black pen to make the facial features.
Learning objective: Experimenting with colours and
marks.

Trolls bridge: Collect sticks to make a bridge. Use
string, glue or sellotape to connect the sticks together.
Which one works best? How many sticks do you need to
build a small bridge and a big bridge? Can they wrap the
sellotape around the sticks independently.
Learning objective: Playing cooperatively with a familiar
adult whilst creating simple structures.


Starlings continued.


Gruffalo tuff tray: Collect leaves, sticks and flowers
from the garden or outdoors. Using animals from
the story, can you make homes for each animal with the
natural objects you have collected. Sort the animals into
the correct home. How many do you have? Can you
slither like the snake or stomp like the Gruffalo?

Learning objective: Beginning to organise and categorize
objects.

Mermaid Tail: Cut a paper plate into quarters to make the
tail. Using coloured pencils, crayons or felt pens, can you create
scales? Can you draw lots of circles to resemble scales? Use
some green card to make the fins.


Learning objective: Imitates drawing simple shapes such as circles or lines.

Dragon footsteps: Cut out dragon foot prints using different coloured paper
(see template at the end of the document). Can they hop, jump, step or
stomp onto each footprint? Can they roar like a dragon?
Learning objective: Exploring different ways of moving
their bodies, building core strength and leg muscles.

Kingfishers: 2-3 years.
Unicorn Horn: Decorate a piece of paper using a variety
of colours, glitter and glue. Once it has dried cut a line
from the outside of the circle to the middle. You can now
roll it into a horn and secure the edge with glue or sellotape.


Learning objective: To construct with a purpose in mind.



Trolls: Read the story ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’
whilst your child uses toys to represent the different
characters. Do they join in with repeated phrases?
Can they tell you what comes next?

Learning objective: To listen to and joins in with a variety
of stories. To anticipate key events and phrases in stories.

Gruffalo Crumble: Work together to prepare a Gruffalo
Crumble. Recipe attached at the end of this document.
Talk about safety and hygiene before beginning. With a
child sized knife your child can help chop the fruit and mix
the ingredients Enjoy your tasty treat!


Learning objective: Use one handed tools safely and with good control. To
demonstrate an understanding of good hygiene practices, healthy and treat
food.

Kingfisher continued.

Mermaid necklace: Using string or wool, thread
cheerios or dried pasta onto the string. Can you make
a pattern? One cheerio, one pasta or two cheerios
then two pieces of pasta.
Learning objective: To make a simple, repeated pattern.


Room on the broom: Read the story by Julia Donaldson.
Talk about the characters in the story. To create props to support roleplay eg make a broomstick from twigs. Talk about
how the witch feels at different points of the story.


Learning objective: To begin to be aware of their own feelings and find ways
to deal with them appropriately.
Pre-School: 3+ years.

Unicorn Mask: Make a unicorn face using a paper plate.
Cut eye holes out to turn it into a mask. Decorate your
unicorn in different colours and don’t forget the horn!
Use different colour wool, paper, ribbon etc to make a
flowing mane. Use elastic or stick your mask to a wooden spoon to keep it by your face. What happens as you
gallop or fly?
Learning objective: To use various materials with a purpose in mind.
Trolls: Re-enact the story ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff.’
Use toys to represent the characters or make your own puppets. Can you recall the story? What happens at the beginning, middle and end? Can you think of an alternative ending.
Extend this activity by exploring the maths within the story.
Talk about the different sizes, weight and sort things around
your house into these categories.
Learning objective: To recall stories and understand that it is made up of a
beginning, middle and end.


Preschool continued

Make tracks: Find a selection of different size objects to
print the Gruffalo’s footsteps in paint. What shapes do
you need? Extend the activity by making the footsteps
for each of the characters. Look at the different animals
footprint online or in a book. Can you find objects to
represent the shape and size of their footprints?
Learning objective: Talk about some of the things they have observed. To
choose the appropriate size objects for their task.


Mermaid sensory bag: Add clear hair gel, food
colouring, glitter and sequins together in a sealable sandwich bag and sellotape the top. Use your finger or paintbrush to form different shapes or patterns in the gel.
Extend this activity by writing your name in the gel. What
else can you write/draw?


Learning objective: Give meanings to marks as they draw and write. To form
letters using anticlockwise movements and retracing vertical lines.



Make a fire breathing dragon: Use a kitchen roll tube as
the snout. Paint or decorate in green and cut some tissue
paper into strips for the fire. Glue the end of the paper
to the inside edge of the tube and add eyes and nose for
decoration. You can also use this as a tool to relieve
stress and encourage some deep breathing exercises.

Learning objective: To create props to support roleplay. To
be aware of their feelings and begin to find ways to deal with them appropriately.

