
April 2022 

Curriculum Planning:   

The half-termly theme across the Nursery is 
‘’Minibeasts” 

 

A warm welcome to the following children who  join the Ladybirds family: 

Babybirds:  Owen, Finn, Sara and Aarya 

Pre School Show and Tell 

This term we want to expand the children’s self-confidence when speaking to a group.  To this end we are encouraging 

each child, on their book-bag day, to bring in the items in the weekly list below.  During carpet time we will invite the chil-

dren from a specific colour group to come to the front to show their item and explain about it to the class.  There is abso-

lutely no pressure from us, if a child does not want to come up that is fine.  To support your child, it is helpful if parents 

have talked through the activity beforehand however, please let children do the activity for themselves.  As 

the term develops we expand this activity by encouraging questions from the whole class to the speaker.  

Children usually love to do ‘show and tell’ and it is good practice for school.  Please try and remember the 

item on your child’s book bag day – if your child forgets it please bring it in on a Friday instead.  

 Week 

beg. 

Weekly focus Phonic sounds  

revised 

Activities to carry out at home and bring in ‘to 
show’ on your child’s library book day 
  

18/04/22 Snails & Slugs  x, y   

25/04/22 Ladybirds s,a Draw a ladybird and add spots on it to match either your age or 

the age of someone else in your family. 

02/05/22 Spiders t,i Use a hole punch to make holes around the edge of a paper 

plate or cardboard circle. Thread a long piece of string or wool 

through each hole to make the beginnings of a spiders web. 

09/05/22 Worms p,n Make an old sock into a worm.  Do you have any buttons or 

material scraps for eyes, nose or mouth? Give your worm a 

name. 

16/05/22 Caterpillars/  

Butterflies 

c, k, e Use 5 different colours to make a pattern on your butterfly.  

Remember to make patterns symmetrical on each wing. 

23/05/22 Flying Insects h, r Use recyclable materials to make a flying insect. How many 

sets of wings and legs does it need? Does it have a pattern? 

Activities to support the Pre School  

Phonics  

This last term in Pre–School  we cement the children’s knowledge of the initial phonic sounds.  Your child may bring home a 

little bag with letter cards to support this. These are ‘sounds’ your child already knows and provides an opportunity for them 

to ‘show off’ to you and build their self-confidence. Please hear them practice these letter sounds with new sounds added 

weekly. When the initial sounds are all known confidently children can start to physically put 2/3 sound cards together to 

form simple consonant-vowel-consonant words e.g ‘s’, ‘a’ and ‘t’ says ‘sat’. Model how to blend the sounds together by em-

phasising each sound slowly. Can your child hear the word you have said? Can they now blend a new word? We may send 

home games/word lists/sheets on an individual basis to support this. These should be fun activities, for a few minutes maxi-

mum at a time. Please ask the Pre-School staff if you have any questions about your 

child's phonic development. To hear how we pronounce the sounds check out    

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=IwJx1NSineE  
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How to help your child at home: Ideas of easy ways to support your child’s learning for the younger rooms. 

Doves 

 Look for minibeasts in 

the garden or on a 

walk through the 

woods/ park. What can 

you find? 

 Use a variety of mark 

making tools to repre-

sent a minibeast. e.g. 

chalk, sticks in mud, 

fingers in flour. 

 Sensory tray made of 

cereal, mud and flour. 

Name the textures as 

you poke, squeeze 

and explore. What 

sounds can you 

make? 

Starlings 

 Go on a trip to the library and find 

some books on insects e.g. the 

hungry caterpillar, the quiet cricket. 

Read them together and name the 

different insects you see. 

 Go on a bug hunt in the garden/ 

park. Can you find any insects un-

der the logs and branches? 

 Create a snail habitat. Put soil and 

leaves in a shallow container 

(without a lid). Add some food e.g. 

tomatoes, cucumber, carrot shav-

ings. Does it attract any snails? If 

you find any snails in your garden 

why not pop them inside and ob-

serve what they do? 

Kingfishers 

 Minibeast nature art: collect a varie-
ty of natural items and use them to 
make an image of a minibeast. 
Does it need wings or legs?  

 Large scale spider web using wools 
or string. Weave it around your fur-
niture and encourage your child to 
climb over, crawl under, go around. 
Can they work out the best way to 
manoeuvre? 

 Go on a walk to collect  sticks and 

leaves then make a bug ‘home’ us-

ing an old plant pot. What do you 

think would like to live in there? 

Leave it outside and see if you get 

any visitors. 

Diary Dates   

Monday 2nd May       Early May bank holiday– Nursery closed 

10th, 12th, 16th & 19th May   Pre School open mornings for existing pre school parents 

Monday 30th May– Wednesday 1st June  Half term - Nursery Open for Holiday club and Babybirds. 

Thursday 2nd June    Spring bank holiday– Nursery closed 

Friday 3rd June     Platinum Jubilee Bank holiday– Nursery closed 

Pre school whole class photograph  Wednesday 8th June 

Save the dates below  (further information to follow) 

Week commencing 11th July   Optional parent phone consultations  

Wednesday 13th July     Sports Day and family picnic 11.30am -1pm.   

Friday 22nd July      11.30 Pre-School Graduation parents welcome       

Pre School class photo 

Wednesday 8th June   

The photographer will visit to take a 

class photograph of Pre School before they trans-

fer to school.  You will see a proof of the print to 

enable you to decide whether you would like to 

buy it or not.  Please ensure children have the 

cleanest uniform on that day! 

15 or 30 Hours Funding 

If your child turns 3 between 1st April and 
31st   August this year you are  eligible for 15 
hours free childcare from 1st September.  
Some families may be eligible for 30 hours.   
To check please visit 
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk. 
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Outstanding! 

Our Inspection report  has been published - you should have already 

received a copy via email.   

We are incredibly proud of our staff team for their hard work and dedi-

cation which they demonstrate daily to provide your children with 

amazing experiences and loving care.  It is worth noting that on the 

day the inspectors visited, some staff were absent due to Covid and 

were covered internally by colleagues from other rooms.  This made a 

stressful experience even tougher but everyone did their usual profes-

sional job. To celebrate, we are all having a tipsy afternoon tea fol-

lowed by an escape room experience! 

https://www.hertsad.co.uk/news/education/ladybirds-nursery-gains-
outstanding-ofsted-report-8795788   

Covid update 

Over the last two months we have had many staff cases of Covid and still have staff absent. Staff have been amazingly 

flexible at working extra hours to cover their colleagues so the children have enjoyed the usual continuity at nursery. Our 

current arrangements for drop offs and collections remain unchanged. In line with the latest government advice we ask 

that if your child is unwell, and you suspect or know it is Covid, that they remain at home for at least 3 days or until they 

are fully recovered.    

Other illnesses 

We currently have an outbreak of chicken pox in the nursery.  Children may return to nursery when the last of their spots 

have scabbed over and they are well in themselves.  This usually takes at least 5 days from the onset of the spots.  

Please let us know if your child has an infectious illness so we can alert other families. 

The NHS have provided this helpful information about the most common childhood illness.  It may help you decide if your 

child is well enough to come to nursery or not. 

https://www.hwehealthiertogether.nhs.uk/parentscarers/child-unwell-ok-go-nurseryschool  

Medicine 

As a general rule, children should not be in nursery if they require medicine. We will however, administer antibiotics pre-

scribed by a Doctor, provided that at least one full day has passed after it has been given at home and the child is suffi-

ciently well for a busy nursery day.  The medicine must be in date, in its original container with the child’s name and dos-

age instructions clearly marked.   You are required to complete our medicine form.  When you collect you are asked to 

initial the form to show you understand when we administered the last dose to avoid inadvertently double dosing.  

We are reluctant to give over the counter medicines and will not hold these for ‘just in case’ reasons.  Any request from 

you must outline your child’s symptoms on our medicine form. The medicine must be in date, in its original container with 

the patient information leaflet and age/dosage instructions clearly marked.   When you collect you are asked to initial to 

show you understand when we administered the last dose to avoid inadvertently double dosing.  

Family Centres  

They offer the following services: antenatal classes, support with breastfeeding, health visiting (0-5 years), support with 
parenting and speech and language, services for children with special needs and disabilities, support for families experi-
encing domestic abuse, opportunities for families to get involved with volunteering.   

https://www.hertsfamilycentres.org/family-centres.aspx    

https://www.hertsad.co.uk/news/education/ladybirds-nursery-gains-outstanding-ofsted-report-8795788
https://www.hertsad.co.uk/news/education/ladybirds-nursery-gains-outstanding-ofsted-report-8795788
https://www.hwehealthiertogether.nhs.uk/parentscarers/child-unwell-ok-go-nurseryschool
https://www.hertsfamilycentres.org/info-and-advice/parents-and-mums-to-be/health-visitors.aspx


Hot Weather 

Please make sure your child's draw string bag is 
equipped for the hot weather with suitable cloth-
ing. Parents must provide named summer hats 
and sun cream. Please make sure you apply sun 
cream before your child comes to nursery. We 
will re-apply your sun cream in 
the middle of the day. Summer 
shoes must have toes and 
heels covered as there is lots 
of gravel out in the park and 
children need to run freely. 

Song Bag 

Please find attached songs Helen Page 

has put together around the curricular 

theme of ‘Minibeasts’. 

Car Park & Collection  

Please ensure your child is collected promptly at the 
end of their session.   

The nursery and carpark closes at 6pm. The gate to 
the carpark is locked so you risk having your car 
locked in overnight if you do not vacate by 6pm.  En-
sure your child holds your hand in the car park at all 
times as cars can reverse at speed. 

If you choose to visit the boules 
area after pick up you must still 
vacate the carpark by 6pm or risk 
being locked in. 

Sports session 

Shona Ferguson, one of our 

parents, has kindly volun-

teered to provide a Playball 

Session for the Pre school 

children on 19th May.  

School Allocation 

Today primary school allocations have been released so all pre school children who applied for a place in a Hertford-
shire state school will have an offer.   

Previously, families have found it advantageous to know whether other Ladybird children have been allocated the 
same school.  Consequently, we have a list by the back gate for you to note this.  There is also space to indicate 
whether you are on the ‘continuing interest’ list for another school.  Of course you may  email us directly if you would 
prefer.  It is essential we know where your child is moving onto so we can send their report. 

Please let us know by Friday 29
th
 April. 

Nursery Information Packs  
 
The staff have created a selection of advice packs the staff have created in order to support parents through a    
variety of situations you may experience as a family.  
We currently have the following packs available for you to borrow: 
 
Potty Training 
Emotions 
Moving House 
Bereavement 
Fussy Eaters 
New Baby  
 
If you are interested in borrowing one of these packs or have another topic you would like support with then please 
speak to your key worker. 

Parent feedback 
We welcome any feedback about any aspect of Ladybirds Nursery from parents.  Please talk to us or e-mail your 

responses to admin@ladybirdsnursery.com. 

Compliments/Suggestions/Concerns: 

Pre school open morning 

Do you wonder what your child does every morning in pre-

school? Come and find out!   Pre-school parents are invited to 

join us for some or all of the morning (9.15am—12.15pm) on 

Tuesday 10th, Thursday 12th, Monday 16th or Friday 20th 

May. There will be a maximum of 6 parents per morning 

(please let the office know your preferred morning). Please 

note siblings cannot be accommodated. 

 

 


