
June 2022 

Curriculum Planning:   

The half-termly theme across the Nursery is ‘’Summer” 

 

Activities to support the morning educational Pre 
School sessions: 

A warm welcome to the following children who have joined us: 

Babybirds: Holly and David 

 Week 

beg. 

Weekly focus Phonic sounds  

revised 

Activities to carry out at home and bring in ‘to 
show’ on your child’s library book day 
  

06/06/22 Signs of summer 
  

m, d  

13/06/22 Sun & shadows g, o  Draw around a shadow of an object on a piece of paper, bring it 

to nursery and let your friends guess what it is  

20/06/22 Summer food u, l Make and decorate a sunshine biscuit. Think about the colours 

you will need and the shape you’d like it to be.  

27/06/22 Summer clothes 
  

f, b Design your own summer outfit.   

04/07/22 Summer  
celebrations 

z w Bring in a photo of a family celebration to share with your 

friends. Tell us about the special event. 

11/07/22 Holidays 
  

v, y Make a model aeroplane, train, ferry or car using old cereal/ 

food boxes, lids, pots etc 

18/07/22 Goodbyes 
  

x Make a goodbye card for Ladybirds. What has been your     

favourite part of coming to nursery? 

How to help your child at home: Ideas of easy ways to support your child’s learning for the younger rooms:  

Summer Doves 

 Freeze fruit in ice 

cube trays. Explore 

the textures and tem-

perature. How can 

we get the fruit out? 

 Take your teddy out-

side for a family pic-

nic. Can you feed 

teddy? 

 Fill a paddling pool 

on a sunny day.  Can 

you splash each   

other? 

Starlings 

 Make fruit/ vegetable smoothie ice 

lollies. Blend the ingredients and 

freeze. Encourage your child to 

help mash the ingredients/ work the 

blender with assistance. Talk about 

how the blender works and safety 

precautions. 

 Look at holiday pictures from   dif-

ferent seasons. Talk about the 

weather and activities you partici-

pated in. Bring a photo to show 

your friends & teachers. 

 Use a torch to shine on objects and 

toys to create a shadow. What hap-

pens when you move the torch 

closer or further away. Move the 

objects and tell a story. 

Kingfishers 

 Paint on the patio, path, fence 
or wall with water and brushes. 
Look at the marks you make. 
and what happens as it starts 
to dry. 

 On a sunny day look at your 
shadows on the ground and 
compare them. How can you 
make your shadow change 
shape? Catch each others 
shadows by jumping on them 

 Make a summery fruit salad. 
Encourage your child to 
choose some fruit and help 
chop it up. Can they put a   
specific number of pieces into 
the bowl? 
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Babybird & Kingfisher optional phone consultations 

In early July you will receive a consultation report 

through Blossom. Your keyworker will check if you are 

happy with the report or if you would like a further tele-

phone call to discuss any points and will arrange an ap-

pointment for you.. 

Pre-School parents receive a written report prior to the 

end of term. A copy of the report is forwarded to your 

child’s primary school. Many teachers are currently visit-

ing Pre School prior to aid the children’s transition in 

September.  

Diary Dates 

Tuesday 21st June    Teddy Bears Picnic 

11th-15th July    Babybird & Kingfisher / Fun focus optional parent phone consultations  

Wednesday 13th July    Sports Day and family picnic 11.30am -1pm. Parents & extended family welcome 

Friday 22nd July     11.30 Pre-School Graduation parents welcome    

Monday 25th July    Holiday Club begins 

Monday 5th September    Term re-starts 

Pre school graduation 

Friday 22nd July 11.30am—

12.15pm 

Pre school parents, please join us 

on the last day of term to see your 

children graduate from Ladybirds 

Nursery.  We will present them with their momentums from 

across this year.  The children will have prepared some 

songs for you.  This is for the whole of the pre school in-

cluding those who are remaining for holiday club.  Weather 

permitting we will do it in the park. 

Sun Hats & Sun Cream 

Please make sure your child has a clearly named sun 

hat.  Please apply sun cream before coming to nursery 

and  leave a named bottle here. We will re-apply it at 

lunchtime.  

 

Advanced notice: Parents information meeting for new Pre-School children in September  

Wednesday 14
th
 September 7.45pm (drinks available from 7.30pm) 

This is for parents of children transferring to Pre-school (current Kingfishers) in September 2022.  Please 

join us for a glass of wine, to meet the pre school staff, other parents and find out more about what your 

child will be learning.  We will outline the foundation stage curriculum and expectations regarding social 

and emotional development and ultimately the transfer to school.   

Uniform  

All pre-school children are   required to wear 

the yellow  Ladybird polo shirts and sweatshirts.  A book bag is also 

required to transport our library books to and from nursery (this 

does not have to be our nursery one).  Uniform can now be pur-

chased from our supplier direct to your address or nursery at: 

www.mapac.com/education/parents/uniform/LadybirdsNurseryAL4  

We advise ordering this well before the summer holidays.   

Car park 

Highfield Park Trust has asked us to remind 

parents to drive slowly in and out of the car 

park.  Apparently there are an increasing 

number of cars that are not observing the 

speed limit.   

Holidays 

Please let the office know if your child will be away on 

holiday as soon as you can.   Obviously this helps us 

to forward plan staff holidays.   
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Parent Questionnaire  

You will receive our annual questionnaire 

this half term. We really value all your 

views and ideas and hope for a high re-

sponse rate. The information gleaned 

feeds into our action plan and is genuinely 

helpful for our future planning.  

 

Pre school Children’s Committee  

This half term we are establishing a children’s committee (a bit like a school council) to give 

children a bigger ‘voice’ about what happens at nursery. During the recent election, pre school 

visited a polling station.  Back at nursery they voted for the children they thought would best 

represent their views.  Congratulations to Aahir, Harry, Elsie and Lydia who will now find out 

what the other children would like at nursery or wish to change and tell us at a meeting in the 

office. Subsequently, we will try and accommodate their requests or explain why ‘wishes’ may 

not be possible. 

30 Hours Childcare for 3 and 4 year olds 

 

If eligible, you are entitled to an extra 570 hours of free childcare a year, 1140 hours in total. 

You, and any partner, must each expect to earn (on average) at least £131 a week (equal to 16 hours at the National 
Minimum or Living Wage). If you, or your partner, are on maternity, paternity or adoption leave, or you're unable to work 
because you are disabled or have caring responsibilities, you could still be eligible.  

You can't get 30 hours free childcare if you, or your partner, expect to earn £100,000     
or more. 

Eligibility for the 30 hours free childcare entitlement will be determined by the HMRC 
eligibility checker. This is      available on the childcare choices web-
site www.childcarechoices.gov.uk 

Further information can be found on Hertfordshire County Council’s parents 
webpage www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/parents 

If you think you may be eligible you must follow the online process to obtain a unique 

code that you give to us.   

Song bag 

Please find attached songs 

based around our theme of 

‘Summer’.  We will be learn-

ing them over the next half 

term. The children enjoy 

learning new songs at 

nursery  and the song book 

enables you to join in too! 

Playing Out 

The Playing Out community project is supported locally by the charity Sustainable St Albans.  They work to enable resi-
dents to apply for road closures where they live in St Albans. This brings the community together, allows adults to so-
cialise and children to play out in the fresh air on their doorstep. 

 

Think very low-key street parties - where you have several a year on your own road by creating a safe space for people 
to mix and play. It has huge benefits for children in terms of healthy exercise and wider support networks created for 
their families by getting to know neighbours.  

For further information see flyer attached or visit www.sustainablestalbans.org/playingout 

 

http://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/parents
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Teddy Bears Picnic Tuesday 21st June 11.30am-12.15pm 

We have organised a Teddy bears Picnic in the park for the entire nursery. Chil-

dren can bring a teddy from home (please attach a label with your child’s name).  

At lunchtime we will have our picnic outside all together with our teddies. The     

children can introduce them to their friends and swap sto-

ries of their adventures. They will be teddy themed activities 

throughout the day.  This event is just for children that at-

tend on a Tuesday and their teddies -no parents!    

Outdoor grant 

We have successfully obtained the local schools nature grant funded by the Players of Peo-

ple's Postcode Lottery.  This has allowed us to receive £500 worth of re-

sources for our outdoor learning  and a two hour training session for staff 

based around the outdoors. We have chosen to focus on den building. This 

helps children to learn to work as a team, problem solve and find alternative 

ways to meet their goals. The training session will enable staff to deliver these 

kind of activities in a variety of ways and there will be further webinars to follow in the Spring of 2023. 

Staff news 

Congratulations to Abbie Speed who achieved a ‘Distinction’ in her Level 3 Early Years Educator qualification. She 

received her certificate today after a year of hard work whilst working with us full time. This compliments her first 

class degree in Psychology & Child Development  (BSc) Well done Abbie!   

Congratulations also to Teri Page who has gained a BA (hons) in Early Years Education from the University of Hert-

fordshire. This has taken 3 years of study and research whilst working at Ladybirds. 

We are proud of all our staff's achievements .  Studying and working is a juggle and we are delighted to be able to 

support them with this balance.  

Sports Day & Family Picnic Wednesday 13th July 11.30am—1pm  

After a two year break due to Covid we are delighted to reinstate our annual family picnic and 

sports day. You are all warmly invited to watch the races and join your child for a picnic lunch 

straight afterwards. 

11.30am Mini Sports Day parade starting at  the main nursery entrance.  

11.40am races and games for each room  

12.15pm picnic under trees by the Boules Area 

Please bring picnic rugs, food and sunshine! There will be two bouncy castles for the chil-

dren to enjoy.  If your child does not normally attend nursery on a Wednesday please come 

and stay with them for the duration of the sports day and picnic. Ladybirds staff are            

      responsible for the children in our care only.  

Staffing 

Goodbye to Cora Siu who 

leaves us next week. We wish 

her well in her future and 

thank her for her hard work at 

Ladybirds. Courtney, who job 

shares with Cora will now 

work full time meaning conti-

nuity for the key children. 



Parent Support 

Family Centres offer a variety of courses and support for parents.  

During the summer they are offering, amongst other courses: 

Families Feeling Safe This 5 week course is to support a family’s  

emotional wellbeing. To enable mothers, fathers & carers to improve 

relationships and communication; build on strengths and support    

networks; develop problem solving skills to help them feel safe; ex-

press feelings in a responsible way and improve emotional wellbeing .  

First Aid - £25 This 2 hour face to face session will provide parents-to-be, parents and carers with important First 

Aid information and advice on such topics as baby/child resuscitation, treating head injuries, choking and burns.  

For further information and how to book www.hertsfamilycentres.org/media/documents/st-albans-family-centres-

timetable.pdf 

Scarlet Fever 

We are aware there are increased cases currently in Hertfordshire. 

In the last week we have had 2 confirmed cases—one in pre school 

and one in kingfishers.  Scarlet fever is a common childhood infec-

tion caused by Streptococcus pyogenes, or group A streptococcus 

(GAS). The early symptoms of scarlet fever include sore throat, 

headache, fever, nausea and vomiting. After 12 to 48 hours the 

characteristic red, pinhead rash develops, typically first appearing on the chest and stomach, then rapidly spreading 

to other parts of the body, and giving the skin a sandpaper-like texture. The scarlet rash may be harder to spot on 

darker skin, although the 'sandpaper' feel should be present. Patients typically have flushed cheeks and pallor 

around the mouth. This may be accompanied by a ‘strawberry tongue’. As the child improves peeling of the skin 

can occur. It is recognised that infections can be spread through direct physical contact between children and staff 

and through shared contact with surfaces such as tabletops, taps, toys and handles. As per national Guidance on 

Infection Control in Schools and other Child Care Settings, children and adults with suspected scarlet fever should 

be excluded from nursery / school / work for a full day 24 hours after the commencement of appropriate antibiotic 

treatment. Good hygiene practice such as hand washing remains the most important step in preventing and control-

ling spread of infection. Although scarlet fever is usually a mild illness, patients can develop complications and if 

you have any concerns please contact your GP or Pharmacy for advice. As with other common illnesses we will put 

up a sign indicating how many cases we have in each room. 

Parent feedback 
We welcome any feedback about any aspect of Ladybirds Nursery from parents.  Please talk to us or e-mail your 

responses to admin@ladybirdsnursery.com. 

Compliments/Suggestions/Concerns: 

 

 

Final fees 

Pre-school children leaving in July must 

make July their final payment.  Please 

ensure all childcare vouchers and 

standing orders are cancelled once 

your final payment has been paid.    

Any adjustments and deposits will be 

returned when Sarah, our book keeper, 

has confirmed that your account is   

reconciled.  

50 Things To Do Before You’re Five 

Following on from Hertfordshire County Council’s app to 
encourage families to engage in activities within their local 
area it is being re-launched.  For further information visit  
50 Things To Do Before You’re Five’ in Hertfordshire,  

 

 

https://hertfordshire.50thingstodo.org/app/os#!/welcome

