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Dear Parents,





    7th June 2010
A warm welcome to the following children who have recently joined us:

Babybirds – Emilia Coster and Lucy Hosty

Curriculum Planning
All the rooms are following the same theme of ‘Summer’ for the next half-term. 

Activities to support the morning pre-school educational sessions:

	Weekly focus
	Jolly phonics
	Physical activities to do at home for the morning pre-school
	Things to bring in

	Signs of summer


	l, f
	Draw around your hands and feet using chalk.  Count your fingers and toes
	A named sun hat to leave at nursery

	The Sun
	b, j
	Practise pouring yourself a beaker of water from a jug like you do at nursery.
	Anything that shows the difference between water and land eg globe, map, atlas

	Outdoor Activities
	z, w
	Help spread the butter & fillings on your sandwiches for the family picnic.
	Anything natural from the seaside.

	Summer Clothes
	v, y
	Draw a cloud shape. Cut it out. Colour it white or grey.
	Things that help protect us in the sun.

	Holidays
	x
	Make a fish out of paper. Use a hole punch on it. Thread through some string.
	Plastic animal that lives on land and another that lives in water.



	Summer food/ Celebrations
	Revise all sounds
	Practise putting own toothpaste on your toothbrush and brushing your teeth correctly.

	Things that help us keep clean. 

	Goodbyes
	Revise all letters
	Do an easy, medium and hard jigsaw you have at home and tell us about them.
	


Staffing

We are delighted to welcome Sarah Gee who works part time to release the key workers of 3 children with special educational needs who require more individual attention.  Sarah Hamer joins the fun focus and kingfisher team next week.  She is an experienced level 3 practitioner and we look forward to having her on board.

Building Projects

As you have no doubt noticed we have had a new, larger shed built in the pre-school garden.  This will help house the larger toys and help us organise the equipment throughout the nursery.  During the bank holiday weekend the toilets underwent a complete refurbishment.  We have brand new toilets, lever taps to encourage children to turn the taps off (!) and new safety flooring.  We are exploring the possibility of having hand dryers installed to keep the environment hygienic.  The pre-school vinyl flooring has also been replaced.      
Organisation Changes

This half term we are trialling a change to the fun focus session.  In a bid to make the start of the session calmer we have decided to split the groups before the 1pm children arrive.  This means that pre-school and kingfisher children who have attended in the morning will begin the afternoon session in the kingfisher room first.  Consequently there will be a much smaller group in the pre-school room initially.  All staff will continue to work with both groups.  If you cannot see your key worker please pass any message through Mrs Sutton.   

Babybird Daily Reports

We have trialled a new report which we hope will be more informative.  There is a section for you as parents to comment or give us further information to help us work together better for the benefit of your child.  Furthermore we have a section giving a suggestion for how to help your child at home following on from activities carried out that day.  This is a direct result of some parent comments on our last parent questionnaire.
Big Toddle and Family Picnic
We will be holding a sponsored toddle in aid of Barnardos on Wednesday the 23rd June.  This year we have a pirate theme and the children will be involved in making pirate hats etc beforehand.  Your child is very welcome to come dressed as a pirate on that day.  Please find attached the sponsor envelope alternatively you can raise money by pledging at www.fundraiseforBarnardos.org.uk/LadybirdsNursery.  We have set an ambitious target of £750.00 this year!  Please return all sponsorship money by the 2nd July.
On the 23rd June parents are not required to join their child on the toddle if they normally attend on a Wednesday.  The first walk (Starlings) will begin at 10.15am followed by the pre-school and Kingfishers at 11.30am.  Doves will go when they can!  The final walk at 2.30pm will be for Fun Focused children.  Those who do not normally attend on a Wednesday afternoon can join us with their parents.  To enhance this day we would like to invite everyone to our annual family picnic at 12.15pm – 1pm under the big trees adjacent to Ladybirds garden.  There will be a bouncy castle for the children to enjoy.  Nursery staff will have responsibility only for children who normally attend across this lunchtime.  Please bring a picnic and a blanket.

Transferring Rooms

Children in Doves, Starlings and Kingfishers who are due to transfer to the next room in September will have visits scheduled over the next few weeks.
Miscellaneous
Please apply sun cream to your child before bringing them to nursery.  Children who are here all day will have it re-applied after lunch.
Fees

These are detailed in the accompanying letter and take effect from this September.  New standing order mandates will follow shortly.  Children who are leaving or are term time only must make their August payment their final one.
Dates

9th July

Pre-school children have a class photograph.
8th July   
6.15pm – 8pm 


Babybird consultations – this is an opportunity to have a review of your child’s development which lasts 10 minutes.  Your keyworker will contact you soon to arrange a specific time during that evening. 

8th July   6.15pm – 6.45pm 
Information evening for all parents of children transferring to pre-school (9.15am – 12.15pm)

in September 2010 and January 2011.  Please attend this evening (you are welcome to bring

your children who will be supervised).  We will outline the early years foundation stage

curriculum and expectations regarding social and emotional development and ultimately the

transfer onto school.  We will be happy to answer any questions you may have.  Uniform may

be ordered that evening.   Please complete and return the attached slip.

8th July   6.45pm – 7.30pm 

Open evening will directly follow the information evening. We invite all the fun focus & pre-

school children to show their parents the displays and activities they have been working on.  

21st July Last day of term

Holiday Club

If your child is over two and a half years and you require holiday care over the Summer holiday please ask the office. We will endeavour to accommodate your requests but cannot guarantee availability.
Yours sincerely,

Bernadette Lee & Julie O’Kelly

Holiday Care request form

Child’s name ____________________________

Parent’s name ___________________________

Parent’s signature ________________________              Date ______________

Please tick sessions you require:

	
	Am session 8am – 1pm
	Pm session 1pm – 6pm

	Monday 

26th July

2nd, 9th, 16th 23rd August

6th September


	
	

	Tuesday  

27th July

3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th,  31st August


	
	

	Wednesday 

28th, July

4th, 11th, 18th, 25th August, 

1st September
	
	

	Thursday 

22nd, 29th July

5th, 12th, 19th, 26th, August

2nd September
	
	

	Friday  

23rd, 30th July

6th, 13th, 20th,  27th, August

3rd September 
	
	


Costs from September 2010
Babybirds

	Full time  

(Monday – Friday 8am-6pm)
	£255.38
(includes a 10% reduction for full time attendance)

	Daily (8am-6pm)
	£56.75


Kingfisher/fun focus £5.42 per hour

	Breakfast 

Session
	Kingfisher Session
	Fun focus

Session
	Care 

Session 1
	Care 

Session 2

	8 – 9.15am
	9.15am – 1pm
	1pm  – 3.35pm
	3.35– 5pm
	5pm – 6pm

	£6.78 per session 
	£20.32 per session


	£13.98 per session


	£7.69 per session


	£5.42 per session 


Variations

	Breakfast + kf
	£27.10

	Fun focus + care 1
	£21.67

	Fun focus +care1 &2
	£27.09

	Whole day
	£54.20


Holiday club Kingfisher/fun focus 

	Half day
	Whole day

	£27.10
	£54.20


Pre-school  £4.76 per hour

	Breakfast

Session 
	Pre-school Session
	Lunch Session
	Fun focus
	Care 

Session 1
	Care Session 2

	8 – 9.15am
	9.15am – 12.15pm
	12.15 – 1pm
	1 – 3.35pm
	3.35– 5pm
	5pm – 6pm

	£5.95 per session 
	£14.28 per session
	£3.57 per session
	£12.28 per sess
	£6.74 per session


	£4.76 per session 


Variations

	Breakfast + pre-school
	£20.23

	Pre-school + lunch
	£17.85

	Breakfast + pre-school + lunch
	£23.80

	Pre-school + lunch + fun focus
	£30.13

	Pre-school+ lunch + fun focus +care1
	£36.87

	Whole day
	£47.60


Holiday club Pre-school 

	Half day
	Whole day

	£23.80
	£47.60
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I, ______________________________________________ will/will not be attending the information evening on 8th July at 6.15pm – 6.45pm
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